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SR. M:DDpLETon's Examination 
of the Lord Biſhop of London's 
| Diſcourſes on Prophecy, and. 
Remarks on his Appenatx to 
one of thoſe Diſcourſes, is ſo 
famous a ter formance, and the Subject of ſo 


much Diſcourſe every where, that there can 
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be few Readers of ſuch Works who have not 
heard of it, and, no doubt, therefore, but 
have eagerly peruſed it. It has already, in 
Print, been much animadverted upon, and 
will, queſtionleſs, ſoon receive many copious 


and full Anſwers ; it lies open enough, in con- 
ſcience, to them ; his Zeal, or ſome perſonal 
Pique, againſt his Py or againſt the 
Cauſe ſo well defended by him, or both, has 


| _ unguarded and expoſed him. And his 


Lordſhip's Cauſe is ſo good, and his Defence 
of it ſo juſt, clear, and cogent, that a Reader 


of ordinary Diſcernment needs only (in gene- 


ral) to compare the two Performances, ma- 


nifeſtly to behold, and admire the Weakneſs 


and Impotency of the latter, to his mighty 


Confirmation in the Truths evinced by his 


Lordſhip, and Revelation in general; eſpeci- 


ally conſidering the great and confeſſed Abili- 
ties of his Antagoniſt. And, therefore, I be- 


lieve, it is not expected that the Author of the 
Diſcourſes on the Intent and Uſe of Prophecy, 
will employ his Time and Pen in expoſing 


If J thought he would, very far would it 
be from me to entertain a Thought of inter- 
poſing my Pen in any Part of the Contro- 

verſy; that would be not only ſo needleſs, 
but ſo extremely vain a Task; if I had Time, 
and 


and Eaſe, and Quiet to engage in, and acquit 
myſelf of it, to the beſt of my mean A- 
bilities, But fince, as I ſuppoſe, only other 
Hands are likely to undertake this his Anta- 
goniſt upon this Subject; and to me it ſeems 
not unlikely that, tho' the meaneſt of them 
may not fail to anſwer other parts as juſtly, 
and to much better Advantage than I can pre- 
tend to do; yet none of them may give that 
which I apprehend to be the true Anſwer to 
one Particular of the Doctor's Objections 
therefore, though under great Diſadvantages 
of Writing and Compoſing, I will neverthe- . 
leſs attempt to ſet it before the Reader, not 
with a Pomp of Words, or Elegance of Stile, 
(thoſe Decorations and Subſidiaries of Diſ- 
courſe I leave to the Doctor, and his Cauſe 
which wants them ;) but ſo as to be under- 
ſtood. And that jis all which I aim at, or 
(chiefly, if not ſolely) propoſe to myſelf, . = 


Without further Preface, therefore, I ſhall 
propoſe what J undertake to defend in his 
Lordſhip's Work, againſt the learned Doctor's 
Attack upor it. It is, in ſhort, the old re- 
ceived literal Interpretation of Moſes's Hiſtory 
of the Fall, againſt the Doctor's Conceit of 
its being a mere Apologue, or Fable, which 
- he chiefly, or ſolely, in this Treatiſe, grounds 


upon the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing ſuch an In- 
B2 termix= 
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termixture of Letter and Allegory, as this In- 
terpretation, in. his TIT, makes jt to con- 


fiſt of. 


| Indeed his Lordſhip had fully obviated this 
Objection, before -%q Doctor wrote his Exa- 
mination and curſory Remarks. For his Lord- 
ſbip lays down what ſufficiently implies a per- 
ſonal Union *, in which it is likely the evil 
Spirit was joined with the Animal whoſe Or- 
gans he actuated. And admitting this Con- 
junction of Satan and his Inſtrument into the 
fame Perſon, there is not the leaſt Pretence, 
or Colour, for the Doctor's Objection; be⸗ 
cauſe, if it be E act, that Part of the Story of 
which the Serpent is the Subject, is as much 
Scriptute Language, and within the Rules of 
reil Hiſtory, and proper Expreſſion, as the 
reſt, Nothing indeed could be more proper 
than it. 


The Doctor, it is true, proleſſedly levels 
his  Vhjection and Attack only againſt the Bi- 


Appendix, p. 25. As our Saviour being the Seed of 

the 1 ts Bile the Son-of Man, Jo the Devil ating 
(as probably he did) under the Form of a Serpent, is, for 
the ſame reaſon, fliled the Serpent. Theſe Words neceſ-, 
farily imply either (formally) a perſonal Union, or what 
is equivalent to it ; which latter Suppoſition makes no- 
Foal * as to oy I HOT . 


ſhop's 
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ſhop's Interpretation, and not the Truth af 
this Hiſtory ; which is certainly the Founda- 
tion and Groundwork of the whole Chriſtian 
Scheme of Salvation. And I hope he is ſin- 
cere, notwithſtanding the ſtrong Symptoms 
which may appear to the contrary in this and 
his other Writings. I ſhould be ſorry for his 
ſake, that a Clergyman of his eminent Abi- 
lities, and rare Erudition, ſhould ſtand on the 
Side of Infidelity, 1 therefore moſt willingly 
admit him to intend no more than he declares 
in this Point. But he, in his turn, muſt con- 
feſs, that there are many who do not ſtop 
where he does : They extend his Objection 
and Authority to the utter Deſtruction of the 
Chriſtian Religion, in their firm Opinion; 
and this with an Appearance of Reaſon, which 
to me, I own, ſeems but too real; nor do I 
expect to be able to know how to reſiſt its 
Force, till the ſame Hand which raiſed, has 
oyerturned it, 


I ſhall therefore endeavour to go to thevery 
Bottom of this Matter, and fo to found, and 
erect my Defence, as to leave it expoſed to 
Exceptions, or Objections, from no Quarter. 
How I anſwer this Expectation, the Reader 
muſt judge ; to whoſe impartial Opinion I, 
with all duc Humility ſubmit it. 


We 
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We onght to.admit the mentioned Union 
of Satan with the Serpent, on Moſes's Autho- 


rity, if we cannot prove it to be abſurd and 
improbable. | 


— 


But this is not the Caſe. Far from it. I 
know Prejudices may, and very likely do 
lie, in many Minds againſt this Suppoſition. 
But they are only Prejudices, without any 
Support from Reaſon; to which, on ſerious 
Recollection and Conſideration, it will appear 
not only feaſible, but probable. 


Tt may, I ſuppoſe, well be eſteemed a ruled 
Point, that the World's ſeveral preſent Powers 
of Attraction and Repulſion, and the Laws 
of Motion, by which it is in general govern- 
ed, are the immediate Agency either of God 
himfelf, or of ſome created Spirits, in Sub- 
ordination to him, and Obedience to his 

Will, conformably to ſome certain Rules 
which he has preſcribed to himſelf, or to 
them, for the ſake of the preſent Ends of the 
World's Exiſtence, and God's Providence re- 
ſpecting it, and the Creatures (chiefly ratio- 
nal ones) contained in it. And it is more 
than Dr. Middleton, or any one can prove, 
that even now ſpiritual Eſſences act on this 
lower World only by thoſe general eſtabliſh- 


1715 
ed Laws, without ever making more patti- 
cular Interpoſitions. But let it be admitted, 
that theſe few general Laws and Operations, 
are the only Agency of God, and inferior ſpi- 
ritual Beings, at preſent, in this lower Crea- 
tion. What if they are? Is this any Proof, 
or ſo much as Preſumption, that they always 
were? This thing may indeed be imagined, 
or ſaid; but what Proof can be alleged of it? 
The contrary therefore is a Thing credible, 
and credible Telumony ought to induce Be- 
lief to it, 


But this Point needs not be reſted here. A 
Man may as well fay, that the Matter of this 
World always exiſted under the ſame Laws, 
and with the ſameAppearances'it now does, as 
that immaterial Beings never held any other 
Communication or Converſe with Man, than 
what-he at preſent experiences, 


Ts it probab'e, that when God had extra- 
ordinarily created the World, the ſame: In- 
ftant was the Period of all extraordinary Com- 
munication between him, and his Spirits, and 
the Lord of it? I mean, that God's ordi- 
nary Providence, reſpeQing Man, was imme- 

diately, and at once, fixed and eſtabliſhed by 

a Decree, which, like the Law of the Medes 
| and 


I 
find Perſians, could not be altered, on any 
Occaſion, or in any particular Inſtance ? 


- Man is a compounded Being, equally par- 
taking of the Nature of pure Spirits, and 
material Beings. Reaſon therefore rather 
dictates, that at firſt, and till he degraded 
himſelf, and immerſed his Faculties in Mat- 
ter, he had equal open Communication with 
Spirits, in a Way ſuited to his mixed Nature, 
as he was with material Beings in the ſame 
Way. And perhaps there is more of Letter, 
and venerable ancient Tradition and Fact, 
and Good-Senſe and Reaſon in that awful 
Expreſſion, which often ſtrikes one, both in 
facred and profane Writings, of God's opening 
Mens Eyes (which implies that their Facul- 
ties have been cloſed) to behold ſuch and ſuch 
Interpoſitions of ſuperior Eflences, than Read- 


ers commonly imagine. 


Doubtleſs God did not, as ſoon as he had 
made Man, leave him to himſelf, to preſerve 
himfelf, and anſwer the various Ends of his 
Being and Faculties, how he could, by the 
unaſſiſted Uſe of his unexperienced; unim- 
proved Powers. Theſe, no doubt, were as 
good as human Nature admits of, But Man 
was then the ſame ſort of Being he now 1s, 


Though 


„ 

Though his Affections were all good and 
right, and rightly balanced, whence in caſe of 
right Apprehenſions univerſally, and upon all 
Occafions and Occurrence:, he would be right- 
ly diſpoſed, and might, if he would, act right 
upon all; it muſt needs be a long time before 
he could arrive at a Capacity of being rightly 
diſpoſed, or performing any one Duty by his 
own Underſtanding. And yet Dr. Middleton, 
and Reaſon, andCommon Senſe, will all concur 
to aſſure us, that he was certainly, at the very 
firſt, put into aCondition andCapacity of being 
diſpoſed as he ought to be, and of not failing 
to diſcharge every occurring Duty. He was 
therefore certainly not left to ſtudy theWorld, 
and find out God by his Reaſon, and the ſe- 
vera] Relations ſubſiſting between God, and 
himſelf, and other Beings, and ſo to know 


Good and Evil, and his Duty, in order to 


rform it. For Duty conſiſts in being right- 
I difpoled and performing right Actions, 
upon the true Principles of 95 To Man's 
Attainment of which, that was the ſhort and 
true Way which God took with him. To 
communicate himſelf to him as his Creator 
and Preſerver, who had a Right to require 
him to conduct himſelf, and employ his Fa- 
culties by his Will, who was both perfectly 


wiſe to know, and perfectly good to intend 
| his 
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his Good and Happineſs. Thus was he from 
the firſt-poſſefſed of the Principles of, and ca- 
pacitated to be conſtantly rightly diſpoſed, 
and perfectly perform all his Duties, by God's 
Directions, in all Caſes, and whenever he 
needed them. But this would not fatisfy 
him: He was not contented with this De- 
pendence upon God, but wanted to know 
Good and Evil, and to be as a God, by 
which he fell, as we know. 


Ancient Tradition, even as ancient as that 
common Stock from which the whole Race 
of Mankind was derived, which is diſper- 
ſed into all the various Parts of this habita- 
ble Orb; and Nature; are both certainly at 
the Bottom, and the original Principles of 
that Perſuaſion, which is rooted in the hu- 
man Frame, and eſpecially ſhews itſelf 
in unlettered and unprejudiced Minds, of 
Commerce, even now ſubſiſting, between 
Spirits and Men, to even a marvellous De- 
gree of Superſtition and Exceſs. Indeed, 
the whole heathen Religion ſtood, and ſtands 
upon this Ground (I mean on the Superſtition 
mentioned) which ſprings from thoſe Prin- 
Ciples, th:o* the Weakneſs of human Rea- 

| ſon, and too many other Nouriſhers of it, 
for me to have Time to mention them, 


One 


Lan! 


One of which, and perhaps the Chief, is 


this, that the mentioned Principle, in the 
human F rame, is not a little heightened and 
enflamed by its not at preſent being able 
ped *. 5 any real Object, or Gratification 
Q t. 


Tis not queſtioned, but that Spirits are 
endued wh a natural Power, by which 
they are capable of communicating Mo- 
tion within, or according to certain Laws. 
This Power, indeed, good Spirits never did, 
nor will exerciſe beyond, or contrary to 
God's Will ; and evil ones never did, nor 
can without his Permiſſion, for wiſe and 


good Purpoſes, to their Diſappointment and 


nfuſion, in the final Event. Tis by cer- 
fain Laws, that our Souls impreſs the ſeve- 
ral Motions which they exert in our Bodies; 
and, no Doubt, a ſuperior Spirit being join- 
ed, in a perſonal Union, with an organized 
Body like ours, might, by the ſame Laws, 
exert the ſame Motions in it. 


* Moſes, indeed, does not expreſly inform 
us, that Satan, and ſome ſuperior evil Spi- 


tit, was thus united to the Serpent; but 


webat he ſaith of him, ſuppoſes and implies 
this Union: As will appear from what fol- 
C 2 lows, 
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lows, wherein I ſhall ſhew the Juſtneſs 
and Propriety of all that he faith of him on 
that Suppoſition. 


When different Subſtances are one Per- 
pathy between 
them, and each is affected by the other, and 
with what befals it, in ſuch a Manner as 
its Nature admits of. And they are one 
conſcious Being. Hence what the Learned 
ſtile, Communicatio idiomatum. And nothing 
can be more juſt, and better grounded than 
Scripture, and indeed, all Language, where- 
in the whole Perſon is not always expreſſed by 
a Name immediately and directly ſignificative 
of both Parts in their preſent Conjunction, 
but frequently by the direct Name of either 
of its Parts, not indiſcriminately, and with- 
out Judgment, (in Scripture, and all correct 
Writers,) but as the Occaſion and Circum- 
ſtances direct and determine. And as it is 
thus natural and proper to expreſs the whole 


Perſon by either of its Parts, fo is it to ex- 


preſs the mutual and correſpondent good or 
bad Fortune befalling one, or both Parts, 
by Words directly ſignifying that of either 


of them, eſpecially of the Body, whenever 


there are good Reaſons for ſo doing. We 


read in Scripture, that ſo many Souls went 


down 
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down into Egypt; and likewiſe, that all 
Fleſh is Graſs, that is, mortal, and the like; 
in both which Inſtances, not the Part alone 

eſly mentioned, but the Perſons, con- 
fiſting of Soul, and Body or Fleſh, are meant. 
Our Saviour, the Perſon Chriſt, and Jeſus, 
is frequently expreſſed by theſe Names, and 
often ſtiled theWord, and God, and the Son of 
God; often Fleſh, and the Son of Man and 
Man ; and for what good Reaſons that Name 
which is given, in each Place, is choſen pre- 
ferably to any other, a due Attention to the 
Context, and Occaſion, and Circumſtances 
will readily diſcover. How properly and 
with what good Reaſon does our Saviour 
expreſs the mental Reward, Happineſs, (in 
the next World,) of Humility, and the 
mental Puniſhment, (in the ſame State,) of 
Pride, in theſe beautiful and expreſſiye Words, 
immediately and directly fignifying, what be- 
falls the Bodies and bodily Intereſts of proud 
and humble Men, in the preſent viſible 
State? He that bumbleth himſelf ſhall be ex- 
alted; and he that exalteth himſelf ſhall be 
abaſed. And many the like Inſtances, both 
in Scripture and all good Writers, and com- 
mon Diſcourſe, cannot fail to occur to eve- 


ry one's Memory upon this Occaſion. 


Now, 


n 


Now, fuppoling the Tempter to be an e- 
vil Spirit in 3 Union with a Serpent, 
the ſame Holy Spirit which indited the 
New Teſtament, and the Old, never ex- 
eſſes our Saviour by the Name of either of 
Fi Natures, with better Reaſon than Moſes 
calls that vile Enemy of God's Glory, and 
Man's Happineſs, from which Jeſus fo glo- 
riouſly, and excellently redeemed, and re- 
ſtored us to a much better Condition, (here 
and hereafter taken together), than that 
which we forfcited, by the Name * of his 
| inferior 


The Compariſon ( Gen. iii. 1.) is between the Serpent, 
(whatever that Name ſignifies) and all the Beafts of the 
Field, which the Lord God had made; which Compariſon 
his Lordſhip applies, (Appendix p. I, 2.) to prove, that 
the Serpent was a real Serpent; for otherwiſe, as he 
obſerves, there had been no Ground for any Compa- 
riſon between him and the Beaſts of the Field, in reſ- 
pect of their Underſtanding; the Force of which Ar- 
gument, cannot fail of being felt by every one, who 
has any Senſe of juſt Writing ; nor can it any other 
Way ſo much as be ſhifted off, but by begging the 
Queſtion, and taking it for granted, that Moſes was an 
intolerable Writer. Nor did I trouble myſelf and the 
Reader needleſly to mention this. But leſt ſuperficiat * 
Readers, and haſty Judgers, ſhould apprehend me to be 
fo unhappy as to contradict this his Lordſhip's Argument 
and Authority; which a ſecond Thought will convince 
every Reader what I advance (on the Matter) does 4 * 
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inferior Nature, into which, in the Proſe- 
cution of his horrid Deſign, he had ſunk 


the mentioned Obſervation and Argument is, queſtion- 
leſs, and apparently, equally juſt and concluſive, whether 
the real Serpent was actuated, or not, by an evil Spirit. 
And having ſaid this, I am naturally led to add, that if 
the Devil was the Tempter in, or by means of thisCrea- 
ture, I hope his Lordſhip's Judgment does not contra- 
dict, but rather confirm (which with all due, that is, with 
all poffible Submiſſion and Deference, is referred to his 
r and Authority) what I here go upon, that the 

ame of the Serpent, in this Hiſtory, does not termi- 
nate in the mere Animal, not comprehending allo the 
evil Spirit, which in it, and by means of it, ' tempted 
Eve; any more than the Effects denounced, in Terms 
originally and primarily ſignificative of thoſe wrought in 
the Animal, terminated in them, or, I may ſay, in the 
Animal, and did not comprehend thoſe which were in- 
flicted on Satan alſo. or enn 

I faid (not immediately, but) originally, and primarily 
ſignificative of the Effects produced in the Animal, not 
without Reaſon; for J intend, with good Reaſon, to be, 
on this Occaſion, as careful and exact as I can. And 
therefore I muſt add, that, in all Languages, the Inven- 
ters were forced to make uſe of ſenſible Ideas, and their 
Names, to communicate to others the mental ones in 
their own Minds, which the others analogically repre- 
ſented, and ſo made known to them ; 'many of which 
Words ſoon afterwards, in Fact, and Reaſon, as immedi- 
ately and directly ſignified, and excited in the Minds both 
of the Speaker or Writer, and the Hearer, or Reader, 
their mental, as they did their ſenſible Ideas, which alone 
they originally and primarily ſignified. And I believe this 
to be the Caſe of ſome, though not of all the Terms 
made uſe of in the Cui ſe of the Tempter, a 
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and degraded himſelf. Nor was this the 
only good Reaſon for giving him this Name 
contained 1n this Hiſtory. Our Saviour ſtiles 
himſelf the Son of Man, and Man, in the 
two following Inſtances, which are the firſt 
that occur to my Memory. The Son of 
Man hath Power on Earth to forgive Sins. 
And now ye jeek to kill me, a Man who hath 
told you the Truth, For which the Reaſon 
is obvious. Our Saviour a ed as what 
he ſtiled himſelf to thoſe he converſed with. 
And it was the Serpent and outward Form 
of the Tempter which only appeared to 
Eve; elſe ſhe had not been deceived by 
him. For it is plain, in the Hiſtory, that 
previous to his aſſaulting and diſcourſing 
with her, he had taſted the forbidden Fruit 
in her Sight, to which both he, and ſhe, 
through his artful Perſuaſion, aſcribed the 
wonderful Change, from an irrational, to an 
extraordinarily wiſe Being, which ſeemed 
to be made in the Beaſt. For it is ſaid, 
that when the Woman SAW the Tree was 
good for Fruit, and that it was pleaſant to 
the Eyes, and a Tree to be deſired to make 
one WISE, ſhe was deceived, and took of the 
Fruit, and did eat, The Word in the Ori- 
ginal is Nehuſb, which ſome may perhaps 
imagine, might directly and immediately 
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ſignify the compound Perſon of the Temp- 
ter. But for the Reaſons aſſigned, though 
there were no other, I cannot help being 
firmly perſuaded, that the inſpired Writer 
would not on this Occaſion, and in theſe 
Circumſtances, give him that Name, if 
the Hebrew Language, at the Time of 
his Writing, could have furniſhed him 
with it, but that of the Animal he was 
one Perſon with. 


No ſooner did our firſt Parents perceive 
their Miſtake, and that the Fruit had no 
ſuch Effect as they had vainly imagined, 
but from their Knowledge of the original 
Natures of all Animals, they muſt be con- 
vinced, that the Serpent which diſcourſed 
with, and betrayed them, was not a mere 
Animal; nor could the Perſons for whom 
Moſes's Hiſtory was wrote, think him to 
be no other. The firſt Words with which 
Moſes introduces him, are abſolutely incom- 
patible with ſuch a Suppoſition. Now the 
Serpent was more ſubtle, (he does not fay 
than any other, but) than any Beaff of the 
Field. He repreſents him holding Diſcourſe 
with Eve, like a very rational, and wiſe 
Being. And he ſaid unto the Woman, yea, 
. bath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of the Fruit 
of the Trees of the Ground ? The Woman's 

D Anſwer 
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Anſwer I need not repeat. The Serpent re- 
plies. Ze ſhall not ſurely die; for God doth 
know, that in the Day ye eat AY then 
your Eyes ſhall be Ae and ye ſhall be as 
Gods, knowing Good and Evil, And when 
the Woman ſaw the Tree was---to be defired to 
make one WISE. 


Me read no more of the Tempter, till 
Sentence is pronounced upon him. Which 
Sentence, as well as what elſe is ſaid of him, 
could not but convince our firſt Parents, 
and muſt convince every intelligent Rea- 
der, that the Being ſentenced, conſiſted of 
an inward Spirit, as well as of an outward 
viſible Form: For as it was faid, that the 
Serpent was more ſubtle than any Re aſt 
which the Lord God had made ; here it is 
declared, that he was curſed above all 
Cattle, and above every Beaſt of the Field: 
A Beaſt of the Field could not be curſed, 
(properly ſpeaking or puniſhed ; nor could 
it be in a more abject and grovelling Con- 
dition than all Cattle, and every Beaſt of 
the Field: The following Part of the Sen- 
tence, therefore, muſt be underſtood as par- 
ticularizing the Puniſhment of this ratio- 
nal Being, before denounced in general and 
undetermined Terms: Our firſt Parents, 


and every one's Reaſon muſt tell them this. 
* | There | 
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There could therefore be no Doubt of 
their rightly interpreting theſe Words to a 
Denunciation againſt the Devil; that he 
ſhould fall from his original glorious to 
a very abject and degenerate Condition; 
that his Malice with which he had com- 
mitted this foul Action, ſhould be miſe- 
rably defeated to his continual Diſappoint- 
ment and Woe ; that the Effects ot it in 
vain and fruitleſs continual Endeavours to 
hurt Mankind, ſhould be God's greater Glo- 
ry, and Man's greater Happineſs, by the Vic- 
tory which Man, the Sced of the Woman, 
ſhould gain over him, and them, (all which 
cannot, even at this Day, be expreſſed in 
more energetical and proper Language, tho 
it was ſpoke even of an unembodied Spirit, 
than that the Seed of the Woman ſhould 
bruiſe its Head; and much more of the 
embodied evil Spirit, one Perſon with the 
Serpent, and ſtiled a Serpent, for the Rea- 
ſons above given.) For read the Words im- 
mediately following: Upon thy Belly ſbalt 
thou go, and Duſt 2 thou eat all the Days 
of thy Life. And I will put Enmity between 
thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed 
and her Seed; it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, 
and thou ſhalt bruiſe its Heel. The Temp- 
ter's having been before called a Serpent, 
is one Reaſon why the Puniſhment of 

D 2 Satan 
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Satan (who, no doubt, intended to diſ- 
engage himſelf from the Serpent, as ſoon as 
he had done his Bufineſs with him, but 
God would not permit him) ſhould be ex- 
preſſed in Terms immediately and directly 
ſignificative of what befell his Body the Ser- 

nt; fince it could not be well miſunder- 
ſtood in general, and as far as God deſigned 
it to be underſtood by our firſt Parents, and 
the ſeveral Readers of the Hiſtory ; and 
fince this was the proper Way of expreſſing 
it, if there were any good Reaſons for that 
Choice, as appears from what has been ſaid 
above of perſonal Union, and itsConſequences 
real and verbal, But, befides this Reaſon, 
tnere are many others for this Manner of 
Expreſſion ; which therefore was proper and 
highly neceſſary. Theſe Reaſons reſpect the 
evil Spirit; our firſt Parents; and Jews who 
believed Moſess Hiſtory; and Chriſtians. I 
ſhall briefly touch on ſome of each kind. This 
Manner of Exprefſion, together with the 
immediate Effects of God's Sentence in Sa- 
tan's choſen Body for his vile Purpoſes, and 
their fimilar ones in the Soul, were a moſt 
fit and excellent Puniſhment and Mortifica- 
tion of his Pride and Malice, which he 
thought highly to gratify by this his defeat- 
ed Scheme, ©  * 


The 


1211 


The Sentence pronounced in theſe Words, 
attended with the viſible Effects immediate - 
ly wrought in the Serpent, convinced our 
firſt Parents, and were ſufficient to convince 
the eus, that the Spirit which poſſeſſed the 
Serpent, and cauſed the preſent moral and 
natural Evil in the World, was a Creature 
ſubject to God's Power, and obliged to o- 
bey his Will; for tranſgreſſing of which he 
was > apily, and fo ſeverely puniſhed, It 
taught them cnough to inſpire their Religion 
with ſufficient Hope, and yet did not defi- 
nitely ani explicitely reveal the Myſtery of 
Chriſt's Redemption of all Mankind ; the 
full and perfect Diſcovery of which, God, 
for good Reaſons, was pleaſed not to com- 
municate to them, but to reſerve for the 
Fulneſs of Time, and theſe later and more 
mature Ages. 


And we Chriſtians not only ſee how the 
whole Curſe upon Satan, and, with reſpect to 
Mankind, Prophecy of the ChriſtianRedemp- 
tion, is properly expreſſed in it; but may 
alſo, with Pleaſure, and great Confirmation 
of our Faith, obſerve how the Language in 
it of our Enemy, and his Malice againſt us, 
with its Effects, anſwer to that of our Sa- 

yiour, and his Goodneſs to, and Redemp- 


tion 
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tion of us. The Serpent, that is, the evil 
irit who became a Serpent, introduced 
Sin, and brought Death into the World; 
and the Man, and Seed of the Woman, 
that is, Gad-Man, Chriſt Jeſus, took away 
Sin, and reſtored us from Death to Life. 
Indeed, whoever will conſider the many 
Expreſſions of our Salvation, and the great 
Things done for us by Jeſus under the 
Name of Man, and the Son of Man, 
and his Reward for them, and compare 
them with the Words of this Prophecy, 
contained in the Sentence pronounced upon 
Satan, he cannot mils of being pleaſed and 
confirmed in his Faith, in the Chriſtian 
Religion, and in the real Truth of Meſes's 
Hiſtory of the Fall, to a Degree which is 


very affecting. But to ſet forth this, does 


not fall within my preſent Deſign; nor to 
anſwer any other Objections to this Hiſto- 
ry, but that drawn, by Dr. Mzddleton, from 
the Language of it, which I think, by what 
has been ſaid, has been ſufficiently proved 
to be very proper and requiſite ; and that 
therefore his Objection is utterly groundleſs, 
and there is not the leait Reaſon or Pretence 


for it. 


I will only add, "IVY this Hiſtory of the 
Fall of Man, and the dn ien firſt of 


moral, and conſequently of natural Evil, is 
what 
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what hath frequently been conſidered by 
me (eſpecially ſince I ſaw his Lordſhip's 
Appendix, which Dr. Midaleton has fo ani- 
madverted on, in which J had the Pleaſure 
and Happineſs to ſee many of my Thoughts, 
of which I am not, I hope, extravagantly 
fond, only becauſe they are mine, expreſely 
confirmed, and none of them contradicted 
by ſo great and deſervedly eſteemed Autho- 
rity) with a View to a Diſcourſe of theOrigin 
of Evil, &c, which perhaps I might ſome 
time ſet to Writing; and to which I intend 
this ſhort Piece as a kind of Introduction, 
and an imperfect Specimen of it, drawn up 
indeed, if not in Haſte, yet in too great a 
Hurry, and not in ſo compoſed a State of 
Mind as I could wiſh, Whether I ſhall 
meet with Encouragement to compoſe and 
publiſh it, or if I do, whether I ſhall ever 
be in a Situation to go about doing it with 
that Compoſure, and to ſuch Advantage, 
as in ſuch a Work will be highly neceſſary, 
God alone knows. And to his Will I re- 
ſignedly ſubmit the Iflue and Event. But 
theſe Points, with many other important 
ones, connected with, and related to them, 
I am convinced, are capable of being pro- 
ved beyond all Poſſibility of Contradiction : 
That moral Evil was introduced into the 

World by the Abuſe of Free-Will, and * 
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of ſome moral Creature: That moral was 
the Cauſe of natural Evil: That the Su- 
preme Diſpoſer of all Events will fo order 
Matters, that All who will themſelves ſhall 
be finally happy, and inexpreſſible Gainers 
by the ſhort and tranſient natural Evils 
which they undergo here, by God's final 
(and upon the Iſſue) Goodneſs to them: 
That Moſes's Hiſtory of the Fall (literally 
and properly, not allegorically, underſtood) 
together with what is connected with it in 
Holy Scripture, is the only rational Account 

of theſe Things that can be; and that it 
perfectly recommends itſelf to our Nature 
and Reaſon, and is clear of all poſſible Ex- 
ceptions: That though human Reaſon could 
never have excogitated it, it muſt needs 


embrace it. ” 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HE preceding Diſcourſe, in Confirma- 
tion of Moſes's including, in his Idea 
of the Word Serpent, both this Animal, and 
alſo a wicked Spirit informing and actuat- 
ing it, compares his doing this, with the like 
Expreſſions in the Ne Teſtament of Chriſt 
God-Man, by the Name of Man, or Son of 
Man, which originally, and primarily, ſig- 
nifies only his inferior, and human, Nature: 
The ſame Point on which (I believe it will 
not be denied, that) the whole of the Con- 
troverſy (as debated above) turns, admits, I 
think, ſtill nearer, and more undeniable Il- - 
luſtration, and Confirmation, from exact! 
the like Language uſed by Moſes himſelf, but 
a little before, in the ſecond Chapter of the 
fame Book, where he thus mentions Man. 
And the Lord God, ſaith he, formed Adam of 
the Duſt of the Ground, The original Word 
Adam primarily ſignifies only Man's viſible 
and material Part, being only that Part in 
his Compoſition which was formed from the 
Earth, the Colour whereof the Verb, which 
is the Root of this Noun, principally con- 
| E veys 
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veys to our Mind : yet our Tranſlators well 
render this Word Man, that Being which 
Mofes's next Words, added to theſe, inform 
us, was an organized Body, informed and 
tuated by a living Soul, a ſpiritual Sub- 
ſtance; and (the Lord God) breathed into 
his Noftrils the Breath of Life ; wherefore 
Adam is the general Word for this com- 
pound Perſon throughout all the ſame in- 
ſpired Writer's Books, and particularly in 
this Hiſtory of the Fall. And now let us 
compare what the ſame Writer faith of the 
Being in Queſtion, in the ſame Hiſtory. 
He calls him a Serpent, which Name ori- 
ginally, and primarily ſignified the mere 
Animal appearing to our firſt Parents out- 
ward Sight; and Moſes's next Words, after 
he had ſtiled Man Adam, do not more cer- 
tainly inform us, that his earthly Tabernacle 
was inhabited by a living conſcious Sub- 
ſtance, than what he immediately ſubjoins, 
and tells us of this Serpent, makes it appa- 
rent, and puts it paſt all Doubt, that he was 
not a mere Serpent, but informed by a ſpi- 
ritual Subſtance, which raiſed him above his 
original Condition, and all God's Brute Cre- 
ation, of which before he was only a Part, 
and reaſoned, and diſcourſed in him. Does 
any Man want further Conviction ? I think 
this is a very unreaſonable Demand. Vet 


he ſhall be ſatisfied. The Places compared 
yield 


12 
pield full Abilities to make this extravagant 
(as it may ſeem) Promiſe completely good. 
For Moſes does not, in direct and immedi- 
ate Terms, tell his Readers, that God joined 
an immaterial Subſtance to Man's Body, but 
only expreſs God's doing this, by his pro- 
ducing the Effects of this Subſtance in Man. 
Juſt ſo the ſame inſpired Writer, immedi- 
ately after he has mentioned the Serpent, 
does not directly inform us, that this Ani- 
mal (wichout, and contrary to his Maker's 
Will) was informed and actuated by an evil 
Spirit, but by declaring the Conſequences of 
this Union, neceffarily and inſeparably con- 
nected with it. Indeed if there be any 
Difference in the Expreſſion in the Caſes 
compared, it is to the Advantage cf the 
latter, in which the Words with the Ideas 
annexed, more evidently and certainly ſup- 
_ poſed and inferred to his Fewiſb Readors, 
the Exiſtence» of an evil Spirit in the Ser- 
pent, than thoſe in the other Caſe did the 
Exiſtehee of an immaterial Soul in Man. So 
well did God fait hs Expreſſions to the Oc- 
ſion, and ;neceffary Information of thoſe, 
for whom Moſes's 'Writings were more im- 
mediately intended. 


If any Reader inquire why this is placed 
here, I will give him (that which is, for the 
moſt 
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| moſt part, the beſt and always neceſſary, if * 


any be given) the true Anſwer : It was not 
till after the reſt was in the Preſs, that, more 
impreſſed with a Senſe of the Importance of 


this Point to the Queſtion debated; and con- 


ſequently of giving it all the Support poſ- 
ible, than I was before, this Sennen 
| als it "occurred t ey”: 
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